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OFRCE ACTION SUMMARY 

0 Responsive to oommunlcation(8) filed on /r3g -^Z. f-V^f/ f^f^f^^. 
□ This action is RNAL. 



OiapMKIon of Claim* 



51 1 B r « ^17 - "»(~tM wnnin ins penoa lof response m cause 

U.8.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under Ihe pnMstans of 37^R 



Claim(s). 



Of the above. daimCs) 

□ Clalm(8) 

O Ctelmfs) 

-□^lm(8) 

aalm(s) 



Jo/an pending In the application. 



Ja/are withdrawn from consideration. 
— - te/are allowed. 



Js/are refected. 



Applloatton Papere 

□ attached Notice of Draftsperson'sPatem Drawing Review. PTO.94^ 



— Is/are objected to. 

_aro subject to restriction or election requirement. 



□ The drawlng(8) filed on 

□ The proposed drawing oorrecMon. filed on 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
Th^Mth or deotaratlon Is objected to by the Examiner. 

.Prtorfty under 35 U.8.C. § 119 

made of a olafm tor foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § I19(a)-(d). 

^ -^P AO □ Some* □ None of tt)e CERTIFIED copies of ttte prtortty documents have been 

□ received. 

; 7; □ received In Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

□ leoelved In tfils national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 



Js/are objected to by ttie Examiner. 
.fs □ approved □ disapproved. 
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^, D Notice of Reference cited, PTO-e92 

i^. ; U Information Dtsdosure Stetement(8), PTO-1449. Paper No(8). 

n tntenrfew Summary, PTO-4 13 
^otfce of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948 
^l^rfomMil Patent Application. PTO-1 52 
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1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-26, drawn to a device for coupling or a method of interfacing a facsimile 
machine with a personal computer, the device including switch means and ring 
generating means. 

II. Claims 27-35 and 41, dravm to a method of use of facsimile machines and office 
products or computers. 

III. Claims 36-40 and 42, drawn to a method of making a facsimile machine operatable 
as a scanner or printer for a personal computer. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 
§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case the process or method of invention II of using of facsimile 
machine(s) with office products or computers can be practiced with a different product or device 
that is does not include the specific switch means and ring generator means and/or current 
generating means of invention I. 

Inventions I and III are related as process of making and product made. The inventions 
are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as claimed can be 
used to make other and materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be 
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made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the 
process or method of invention III can be used to make a product or device which does not 
include switch means and ring generating means and/or current generating means of invention 1. 

Inventions II and III are imrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions II and III have different functions, one is a method of use, the other is a method 
making. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cheukfan Lee at telephone number (703) 305-4867. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 308-9051 (for formal communications intended for entry) 



(703) 308-5397 (for informal or draft communications, such as proposed amendments to be 
discussed at an interview; please label such communications "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
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or hand-carried to: 

Crystal Park Two 
2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington. VA. 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 



C. L. 

September 14, 1998 



